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One University 
Many Dreams 
THE NEW CAMPAIGN FOR  

FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON UNIVERSITY 
 

N early 75 years ago, Peter Sammartino began          
fulfilling a great dream — to transform an         
abandoned castle in Rutherford, New Jersey into  
“a university of and for the world.” Inspired by this 

vision and driven by desire, Fairleigh Dickinson grew from 
these humble beginnings into the largest private university in 
New Jersey, with more than 12,000 students studying on two 
magnificent campuses: the Florham Campus in Madison/
Florham Park and the Metropolitan Campus in Teaneck/
Hackensack. Dedicated to global education, Fairleigh         
Dickinson extended its reach internationally, opening       
campuses in Vancouver, Canada, and Wroxton, England, and 
establishing partnerships with dozens of institutions around 
the world. 
Today, Fairleigh Dickinson University remains home to many 
dreams, particularly those of its diverse student body — men 
and women of all backgrounds in pursuit of a strong             
academic foundation for future success. At Fairleigh         
Dickinson, we champion great aspirations to accomplish 
great things, and we change lives.  
Visionary leadership and the support of dedicated alumni and 
generous benefactors have enabled Fairleigh Dickinson to 
grow and flourish. The University’s unique entrepreneurial 
spirit, global perspective and student-centered focus have  
secured its position as an innovative leader in higher            
education in New Jersey and beyond. 
The legacy of our founder’s steadfast pursuit of knowledge 
inspires us to move ever forward, seizing opportunities and 
striving to do more in an atmosphere where all members of 
the community — students, faculty, staff and alumni — can 
reach for their dreams. 

 
 

University Mission 

“Fairleigh Dickinson        
University is a center of   

academic excellence         
dedicated to the preparation 

of world citizens through 
global education.                

The University strives to 
provide students with the 

multi-disciplinary,             
intercultural, and ethical 

understandings necessary to 
participate, lead, and     
prosper in the global       
marketplace of ideas,      

commerce, and culture.”  
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A new vision for educating artists… 
a School of the Arts for the 21st Century 

FDU’s newest school will open 
in September 2017. 

Fast Facts: Arts & Culture in the U.S. 

4.7 million: number of Americans employed 
in arts and culture. 

Industry consists of: advertising (creative), 
arts education, cable TV, film/video, internet 
(creative), fine arts, performing arts, 
books/newspapers/periodicals, radio/ 
television/internet streaming, design, 
architecture. 

$700 billion: market for creative workers in 
the U.S. economy -- $100 billion more than is 
spent on travel and tourism, construction, 
transportation, or agriculture.   

In September 2018, FDU will inaugurate its newest school - The FDU School of the Arts. 
FDUArts will be a robust center of learning for students who seek arts training grounded in a real-
world framework.   

FDUArts is integral to the University’s Strategic Plan and forthcoming 75th anniversary capital 
campaign, One University Many Dreams.  

FDUArts students will discover an innovative curriculum that combines a strong liberal arts 
education, hands-on creative work, valuable opportunities for internships, and an integrated new 
approach to arts entrepreneurship.  

Graduates will be equipped to thrive in today’s – and tomorrow’s – complex interconnected 
world. Students will develop: 

� A strong personal artistic vision and enhanced creative skills. 

� An entrepreneurial understanding of their work and careers. 

� An understanding of the digital realm as a medium for creativity, community, and 
marketing.  

� A network of professional mentors and colleagues to jump-start their careers. 

� An understanding of interdisciplinary collaboration.  
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Currently, the University’s arts programs enroll almost 20% of students at the Becton 
College of Arts and Sciences, which is located on the historic Florham campus is Madison, 
New Jersey. Students choose Fairleigh Dickinson because its top-notch artistic faculty, small 
classes, opportunities for experiential learning, and global footprint provide an ideal environment 
in which to create and learn.  

The new school will deepen the impact of an arts education by creating an even stronger emphasis 
on collaboration; a new, arts-centric career development program; and a thorough grounding in 
entrepreneurship for every student. 

Arts students at FDU today are enrolled in a wide range of creative majors, each offering several 
concentrations. All undergraduates earn the B.A. (Bachelor of Arts) degree; graduate students 
earn the M.F.A. (Master of Fine Arts).  

A full-time faculty of 18, who themselves are working professionals, bring experience and 
passion to the classroom and studio to educate students in Animation, Computer Graphics, 
Creative Writing (undergraduate and graduate), Film and Animation, Graphic Design, and Studio 
Arts. 

In response to the recent growth, FDU recently completed a comprehensive market analysis and 
planning study. The findings showed a need in this region for a range of new graduate programs 
in the arts, providing students with the additional experience and credentials they will need to be 
competitive in the industry.  

As a result, the University recently introduced two new tracks in the M.F.A. Creative Writing 
program: Young Adult Writing and Writing in Translation.  

Soon to be introduced are new M.F.A.s in Film and Animation, and a combined five-year 
B.A./M.F.A. in Creative Writing is in the works. 

But we must do more. The constantly evolving world economy has opened new avenues for 
creative expression, a high demand for partnerships across disciplines, and new markets. Today, 
to be successful, artists must be technologically savvy and adept at collaboration.  

Enrollment in the arts at FDU is exploding –  
with a 47% increase in the past year alone. 
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A Leader in Arts Education 

In response to the evolving needs of students, FDUArts will create a 21st Century model, blending 
the liberal and creative arts with the business acumen of entrepreneurial training. Students will 
progress through a balanced curriculum that combines academic and hands-on work and will 
benefit from FDU’s signature small class size and ample individual attention from professors.  

Students will emerge ready for the workplace or graduate school, not only with knowledge of their 
majors but also with the strong transferable skills that a liberal arts education provides – research, 
writing, critical thinking, and communication. 

Looking ahead, FDUArts plans to add a dedicated art gallery for curated exhibitions of work by 
faculty, students, and other professional artists; a music division; dance studios; and upgraded art 
studios and performance space. These will require extensively rehabbed and expanded facilities.  

The immediate goal is to create a coordinated curriculum that ties together existing departments, 
uses the digital space to build worldwide connections, and provides students with a solid 
understanding of the collaborative process, the potential of technology, and the business of art.  

FDUArts will build upon its distinctive foundations to become a leader in arts education. The 
School will provide students with: 

� Well-honed, experience-based training to develop fully as artists. 

� Entrepreneurial skills and knowledge to participate fully in the business of managing 
and growing their careers.  

� A genuinely interdisciplinary and collaborative experience, wherein, for example, a 
fiction writing student can write a short story, have it converted into a short film or one-
act play by one of our screenwriting students and see it performed by our theater 
students or filmed by our film majors. 

� A dedicated career development program to help students stay on track academically 
and understand the many professional avenues that are available to artists.  

Students will graduate with real-world financial savvy, market-ready products, and the 
ability to communicate effectively with artists of other genres, technical specialists, and 
business professionals. 
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Hands-On Career Preparation – Learning by Doing 

Artists today work in a range of settings, from the one-
person business to the international corporation. They 
serve in creative, managerial, and technological roles. Our 
guest speaker, internship, and career development 
programs will reflect that breadth through partnerships 
with leading independent artists, nonprofits, and 
corporations throughout the region.  

These practical learning experiences will give students unparalleled experience and important 
insights into potential career paths. 

Entrepreneurial education: FDUArts’ partnership with the University’s Silberman College of 
Business will result in the creation of specially designed courses in entrepreneurship tailored to 
FDUArts student interests and goals. FDUArts undergraduates will also have the option to 
strengthen their business skills further by pursuing an academic minor in Entrepreneurial Studies. 

Career Development: A comprehensive, arts-centric professional development program, beginning 
in students’ first year, will ensure that FDUArts students are fully prepared to make the leap from 
college to career.  

Collaborative, entrepreneurial structure: From the moment they arrive on campus, students will 
know that they are in an environment where collaboration and entrepreneurship are the order of the 
day. In fact, all first-year FDUArts students will enroll in a specially tailored version of the required 
FDU course Introduction to University Life – one that will bring them together, across disciplines, 
to develop and present an original performance, art project, or other creative work. 

We will add to our longstanding theatre student performance schedule in the Dreyfuss and Barn 
Theatres and continue the annual Senior Thesis Student Film Screenings. We will institute a new 
schedule of readings, performances, and public exhibitions on campus and in the wider community. 
Students will also create on-line showcases and promote them locally, nationally, and 
internationally, and we will establish external partnerships to showcase their work with nonprofits 
and corporations in the region.  
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An Accomplished, Dedicated Faculty of Working Artists 

Central to student achievement will be the consistent focus of the outstanding FDUArts faculty, 
who are passionate about developing emerging artists. Their professional achievements speak 
volumes. Among them: 

• Emmy, Webby, PEN, Telly, and American Film Institute Blue Ribbon Award winners; 
• Guggenheim Fellows; 
• National Book Award finalists; 
• New York Times, Los Angeles Times, American Book Association Notable Book 

authors; 
• National Endowment for the Arts and NY Foundation for the Arts grant recipients. 

Faculty professional affiliations include HBO, Saturday Night Live, AT&T, Foster Wheeler, 
Ricoh, The Seeing Eye, IBM, Pfizer, Roche, Becton Dickinson, Nickelodeon,  Temple Gallery in 
Rome, Smithsonian Institutions’ Renwick Gallery, Museum of Arts and Design, NYC, Boston 
Museum of Fine Arts, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, High Museum, Everson Museum, 
Frederick R. Weisman Art Foundation, MASS MoCA, Royal Shakespeare Company, Broadway, 
London’s West End, regional theatres, Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Skyworks Technologies (online 
games/ entertainment), and more.  
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Living and Learning…in New Jersey and Internationally 

Live/learn community: A planned FDUArts Living-Learning Community will complement classroom 
work and studio activities. FDUArtSpace will be a campus home for all FDUArts students, whether they 
live on- or off-campus. A variety of venues throughout the campus will host spontaneous and scheduled 
rehearsals, performances, exhibitions, and readings while offering these students the opportunity to grow 
together as artists and friends. Presentations by leading guest artists and arts entrepreneurs will further 
enrich FDUArtSpace life, complementing students’ classroom and studio work. A limited number of 
Residence Hall spaces will be available for interested students. 

 

International educational opportunities: Many FDUArts students will spend a semester at FDU’s 
campus in Wroxton, England, where they will be a part of an artistic community that goes back to 
Shakespeare. They will visit London, Paris, Stratford-Upon-Avon, and other culturally rich settings as 
part of their coursework. Wroxton College is housed in a grand, modernized 17th century manor 
house that was once home to Lord North and Henry James. 
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“I signed up for a film appreciation course…that course changed 
my life.”   -Marko Costanzo, BA 1981, Emmy-Winning Foley Artist 

FDUArts has a ready-made alumni base. Graduates have gone on to careers in film, television, the 
Internet, theater, fine arts, marketing and advertising, and more. We will invite alums who either 
majored in the arts or now work in the industry to join a new FDUArts Alumni Association.  

FDU alumni have made important achievements in broadcasting, film, museums, advertising and 
marketing, journalism, video and on-line games, and Broadway. They have won Emmys, Tonys, 
Pulitzer Prizes, and the Edward R. Murrow Award, and have made the “most important” lists of 
Advertising Age, VH1, Spin Magazine, and About.com. 

This group will be invited to engage in many aspects of FDUArts life, both to rekindle their ties to 
the university and to help build and grow FDUArts through student mentoring and networking, 
volunteer opportunities, and philanthropy.  Their participation – along with that of future 
FDUArts alumni – will contribute to FDU’s legacy in the industry.  
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FDU: An Abiding Commitment to Arts and Culture 

FDU’s commitment to arts and culture as an anchor of its commitment to educate global citizens has 
run deep since the University’s founding in 1942.  

The Literary Review, published by FDU since 1957 – is a quarterly international journal 
of contemporary writing that publishes foreign language work in English translation and 
features the best of new fiction, poetry and essays from writers worldwide. This year, 
TLR received a remarkable seven nominations for the Pushcart Prize – the leading award 
for small presses in the nation. 

 The annual FDU WAMFEST (Words-Arts-Music Festival), which brings to 
campus renowned artists such as Bruce Springsteen, former U.S. Poet Laureate 
Robert Pinsky, rapper/actor Ice-T, singer/songwriter Rosanne Cash, the American 
String Quartet, author/thinker Neil Gaiman, novelist Salman Rushdie, choreographer 
Mark Morris, hip-hop legend Talib Kweli, Scottish indie rocker Angela McCluskey, 
and author James McBride.  

WFDU-FM 89.1, the University’s nonprofit radio station founded in 1971, plays a 
wide array of music with a broadcast range that extends over 30 miles.  

The New Jersey Speakers Series at New Jersey Performing Arts Center (free 
admission for interested students). Many of the speakers also visit campus. Such 
creative forces as film documentarian Ken Burns, Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak, 
and author David McCullough have been featured speakers. In 2016-2017, Oscar-
winning actress/singer/dancer Rita Moreno; Monty Python member John Cleese; 
broadcast journalist Ted Koppel; and Pulitzer Prize-winning Presidential historian Jon 
Meacham, among others, are on the schedule. 

 The annual Shakespeare Colloquium, which brings together educators, scholars, 
and theater students and practitioners to explore the language and history of the 
Bard’s works, with an eye toward strengthening Shakespeare productions 
throughout the region. 

A robust and growing schedule of student work: 

• Four Mainstage theater productions each year (two of which are musicals), supplemented by up 
to six black box productions in the recently renovated Barn Theater. 

• The Children’s Theater program, in which FDU students create and perform original work that 
they bring to middle schools throughout New Jersey. 

• The annual Senior Thesis Film Screenings, which have been held at a major cinema  
• Frequent exhibitions of student-created paintings, sculpture, graphic design, and animation.  
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The People of FDUArts 

 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 

 
Patrick Zenner, Chair, Board of Trustees 
Christopher A. Capuano, Ph.D., President 

Gillian Small, Ph.D.; University Provost and Senior Vice President, Academic Affairs 
 
 

Becton College of Arts and Sciences 
 

Geoffrey Weinman, Ph.D, Dean 
Howard Libov, Chair, Department of Visual and Performing Arts 

Rene Steinke, Director, M.F.A. in Creative Writing 
Rebecca Chace, Director, B.A. in Creative Writing 

Jane Savitt Tennen, M.F.A., Development Director, FDUArts 
 
 
 

FDU School of the Arts Advisory Board 
February 2017 

 
John Baylouny, DRS Technologies* 

Angela Blum-Finlay, Senior Vice President, Dime Community Bank* 
Elizabeth Catrini, FDU Alumni Association* ** 

Marc Chalom, Veteran Cable and Broadcast TV Executive* 
Robert Currie, Vice President, J.M. Huber Corp. 

Lucille DeHart, MKT Marketing Consulting & Management Services* 
Krys Doerfler, Docent, Whitney Museum; Former Broadcasting Sales Executive 

Rosemary Español, President, IEI Group* ** 
Garry Kitchen, GK Studios* 

Josh London, Chief Marketing Officer, IDG 
Carolyn Oakley Lowe, Managing Partner, Lowe & Associates*  

Nancy N. Koenig, Owner, Jewelry by Nancy and More* 
Antoinette Petrocelli, Retired Educator* ** 

Barry Tobias, formerly of The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation 
Dona A. Wilson, Artist and Community Volunteer 

 
 

*FDU Alum/Alum Spouse 
**Trustee of the University 
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Moving Forward with the Arts 

FDUArts will deepen the impact of an FDU arts education by creating an even stronger emphasis 
on collaboration, an arts-centric career development program, and a thorough grounding in 
entrepreneurship for every student. 

All of these elements are new. To bring them to fruition, the University has committed significant 
internal resources and now aims to generate first-round funding of $250,000 over the coming 
months. 

To help build and grow FDUArts, the University actively seeks people who are as passionate as 
we are about this initiative to join the FDUArts Advisory Board. This group will help build and 
grow FDUArts. The Advisory Board will meet three times per year. It is expected that each 
member will make a meaningful annual philanthropic commitment to the School. 

Building FDUArts will be exciting. It’s not often that one has the opportunity to affect 
talented, motivated young people’s lives in so direct a way. 

 

We hope you will join the FDUArts team! 

 

To learn more or make a philanthropic gift, contact: 

Geoffrey Weinman, Ph.D. 
Dean, Becton College of Arts and Sciences 

973-443-8750 
weinman@fdu.edu 

 
Jane Savitt Tennen, M.F.A. 

Development Director, FDUArts 
973-443-8004 

jtennen@fdu.edu 
 
 

Visit our website 
fdu.edu/fduarts 

 
 
 
 

 


